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HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.19 pm]: My statement will be brief. I rise this evening with a little 
sadness as I would like to address and share with the house the recent passing of Faith Bandler. 

Faith Bandler was born in Tumbulgum in New South Wales in 1918, the daughter of a Scottish–Indian mother 
and Peter Mussing, who had been blackbirded in 1883 from Ambrym Island, Vanuatu—known then as the New 
Hebrides. At 13 years of age he was sent to Mackay, Queensland to work on a sugarcane plantation. He escaped 
and married Faith Bandler’s mother. Faith Bandler cited stories of her father’s harsh experience as a slave 
labourer as a strong motivation for her activism. Her father died in 1924 when Faith was five. During World War 
II, Faith and her sister, Kath, served in the Australian Women’s Land Army. Indigenous women received less 
pay than white workers. After her discharge in 1945, she started a campaign for equal pay for Indigenous 
workers. In 1952, Faith married Hans Bandler, a Jewish refugee from Vienna. They had a daughter, Lilon Gretl, 
and fostered a son, Peter. 

In 1956, Faith became a full-time activist, becoming involved in the Federal Council for the Advancement of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, which was formed in 1957. During this period, Faith led the campaign for 
a constitutional referendum to remove discriminatory provisions from the Constitution of Australia. This 
campaign included petitions and public meetings, resulting in the 1967 referendum succeeding in all six states 
with 91 per cent support.  

Faith Bandler was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia on 11 June 1984 in recognition of her service to 
Aboriginal welfare; awarded an honorary doctorate from Macquarie University in 1994; awarded the Human 
Rights Medal by the National Trust of Australia, and named as one of the 100 inaugural Australian Living 
Treasures; and was appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia on Australia Day 2009. 

Faith Bandler passed away aged 96, and her family has been offered a state funeral in Sydney. May I take this 
opportunity to acknowledge an extraordinary contribution to Aboriginal Australians by this outstanding lady. I 
offer my condolences to her family and friends. 
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